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President's Column

Happy Autumn, TexASTA Members!
There was a hint of fall weather in the air this
morning as my neighbor and I walked through our
neighborhood, and cooler weather brings me a sense
of optimism about things to come. I hope your school
year is off to a strong start, whether you are teaching
orchestra in the classroom, teaching in a college
applied music studio, or working with students in
your home studio. Many thanks and congratulations
to the TODA board and their president, Sarah Lopes,
for a wonderful in-person conference this summer.
For many of us, it was the closest to a return to
normalcy that we have experienced in over a year
and a half. For the TexASTA board, it was an
opportunity for us to meet in person, with more than
half of us elected or appointed since February 2020.
We extend a warm welcome to the newest member
of the board, Publications Chair Renee Wang. 
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The ASTA National Conference is planned to be a hybrid conference in March 2022, in Atlanta. The
conference will include in-person meetings from March 16-19, as well as a virtual conference that
will be available March 23-27. ASTA has special package pricing for members who would like to
participate in both. Registration is open now on the ASTA website, astastrings.org. TexASTA has
been well represented at the National Conference in the past, and I anticipate this will again be the
case in 2022.

TexASTA Chapter Awards: Congratulations to William Dick, 2020 Phyllis Young Studio Teacher of
the Year Award winner! Bill will be honored at our February meeting. Nominations are open until
December 15, 2021 for the 2021 award. If you would like to nominate one of the many outstanding
studio teachers from across our state, the nomination form can be found on the TexASTA website at
texasta.wordpress.org. 

Speaking of our TexASTA awards, each year TexASTA recognizes excellence in teaching with the
presentation of the following awards:

Marjorie Keller Outstanding Young Music Educator Award
The 2000 TexASTA Executive Board established the TexASTA Marjorie Keller Young Teacher of the
Year Award in memory of Marjorie Murray Keller. This annual award recognizes a young Texas
Music Educator for meritorious service and outstanding promise in string education grades K-12.
Nominees for this award should epitomize every facet of excellence in string teaching in Texas. The
TexASTA Executive Board will select the award recipient(s) from the nominations submitted. More
than one nominee may receive this award in a given year. The award will be presented at the
TexASTA membership meeting during the TMEA Convention in San Antonio.

Phyllis Young Outstanding Studio Teacher of the Year Award
Begun in 2006, The TexASTA Outstanding Studio Teacher Award is given in recognition of
excellence in and contribution to the area of private studio string teaching. The award is named in
honor of Phyllis Young (1925-2017), Professor Emerita of Cello and String Pedagogy at the
University of Texas at Austin. Nominees for this award should epitomize every facet of excellence in
string teaching in Texas. The TexASTA Executive Board will select one or more award recipient(s)
from the nominations submitted. 

Fredell Lack Outstanding Young Studio Teacher Award
The 2018 TexASTA Executive Board established the TexASTA Fredell Lack Young Studio Teacher of
the Year award in memory of Fredell Lack, Professor of Violin at the University of Houston from
1959-2009.This annual award recognizes a young Texas music educator for meritorious service and
outstanding promise in the collegiate applied studio. Nominees for this award should epitomize
every facet of excellence in string teaching in Texas. The TexASTA Executive Board will select the
award recipient from the nominations submitted. 

Nominations for all three awards can be found on the TexASTA website, texasta.wordpress.com.

Best wishes for a smooth semester!

Penny Meitz
TexASTA Chapter President
pjmeitz@mac.com
281-468-2593
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William (Bill) Dick, 2020 Phyllis Young Outstanding Studio Teacher of the Year Award Winner
Many people know Bill as a veteran public school string music educator. His tenure with the Austin
Independent School District resulted in recognition from the American String Teachers Association
as the Elizabeth Green School Educator of the Year award in 1994, Director of the Year by the Texas
Orchestra Directors Association, and a Creating Community Award from the Suzuki Association of
the Americas for his work in adapting and implementing the Suzuki Method into public school string
programs. 

Concurrent with his career in public school orchestra education, Bill has also maintained a private
violin and viola studio. His studio has produced dozens of Texas All-State musicians including four
concertmasters and two principal players. This past year his student Elliot Kim was concertmaster of
the Texas All-State Symphony. Several of his students have been named Outstanding Soloist at the
Texas State Solo and Ensemble Contest, seven have appeared with the Austin Civic Orchestra as
winner of its concerto contest, and two have appeared with the Austin Symphony as winner of that
organization’s concerto contest. In 2019 and 2020 violinists from Mr. Dick’s studio won positions in
the National Youth Orchestra.

Bill began the study of the violin when he was in third grade, attending school in a one-room
schoolhouse outside of Winfield, Kansas. He attended college at the University of Arizona in Tucson,
AZ, Kansas State University in Manhattan, KA, and the University of Texas at Austin, earning
degrees in Music Education and Orchestral Conducting. His classroom teaching experience includes
schools in Wisconsin, Texas, and Hawaii. 

Mr. Dick serves yearly as a TSSEC violin and viola judge, is on the editorial board of American String
Teacher, the official journal of ASTA, and is a registered Suzuki Association of the Americas, Teacher
Trainer for Suzuki in the Schools. Additionally, he serves selflessly as a coach, conductor and board
member for the Austin Youth Orchestra. 

Bill had a long and personal friendship with Mrs. Young and is grateful and humbled by this award in
her name.

Phyllis Young
Outstanding Studio
Teacher of the Year:

William (Bill) Dick

TexASTA Executive Board
President: Penny Meitz (pjmeitz@mac.com)
President-Elect: Kevin Garcia Hettinger
(kevin.garciahettinger@gmail.com)
Past-President: Dr. Martha Walvoord (walvoord@uta.edu)
Secretary & Membership Chair: Dr. Nicole Cherry
(nicole.cherry@utsa.edu)
Treasurer: Dr. Laurie Williams (williamsl001@uindy.edu)
Solo Competition Chair: Dr. Jack Unzicker (unzicker@uta.edu)
Publications Chair: Renee Wang (rewang@ccisd.net)
Private Studio/ASTACAP Chair: Dr. Stephanie Westney
(stephanie.westney@utsa.edu)
College Chapter Chair: Dr. Blair Williams (blair.williams@ttu.edu)

Connect with us online!

TexASTA

@texastastrings

@texastastrings

www.texasta.wordpress.com

http://www.texasta.wordpress.com/


Welcome to Renee Wang, TexASTA’s Publications Chair and
newest member of the Executive Board. 

Renee is the Orchestra Director at Space Center Intermediate
School in Houston, Texas. She is a native of Clear Lake, Texas. Ms.
Wang earned her Master’s degree in Music Education at The Ohio
State University, where she studied with and was a Graduate
Teaching Associate for Dr. Robert Gillespie.

Prior to graduate school, Ms. Wang was the Orchestra Director at
Queens Intermediate in Pasadena, Texas.  She received her
Bachelor’s degree in Music Education from Baylor University,
where she studied with Dr. Michael Alexander and Dr. Bruce Berg.
While at Baylor, Ms. Wang received the Bennett Award in Music
Education and was inducted into the Pi Kappa Lambda honor
society. 

Ms. Wang has presented sessions at the annual conventions for the
American String Teachers Association, Texas Music Educators
Association, and Ohio Music Education Association and is an
administrator and presenter for the Ohio State University String
Teacher Workshop.

She performs regularly around the Houston area and is also active
as a clinician and judge.

Meet Your New
Publications Chair

Of her position on the TexASTA
board, Ms. Wang says, “I'm
excited to update/revamp our
TexASTA website to make it
more user-friendly, and to start
creating a social media presence
for us as well.” 

Hello, TexASTA members! I am extremely honored to serve in the role of Private Studio/ASTACAP
Chair for TexASTA. Your current TexASTA Board is a vibrant group of passionate string educators
from all over the state and I am thrilled to be part of the team!

I would like to begin by expressing a huge thank you to Dr. Stephanie Meyers for her outstanding
leadership in the Private Studio/ASTACAP Chair role for more than a decade. I always enjoyed
reading her newsletter posts and appreciated her enthusiasm as she discussed pedagogy, ASTACAP,
ASTA Student Chapters and String Project programs. Stephanie, we are truly grateful for all you
have done for ASTA and for the El Paso string community.

I enter this role while we remain in a global pandemic. In March of 2020, private lessons either came
to an abrupt halt or moved to virtual. While nothing can replace reaching out to fix a bow hold or
playing along with a student, it is incredible how quickly we have adapted our teaching methods
through technology and creativity. Lesson accessibility and flexibility have improved tremendously.
Lessons are still possible when someone is not feeling well or when there are family transportation
issues. Students can now spend their summer attending virtual music camps with some of the biggest
names in the string world without having the extraordinary financial burden of travel, room and
board. I have used Zoom lessons as a recruiting tool for perspective college students who may not
have the time during the busy school year to travel for an in-person lesson. The forced need for
adaptability has definitely paved the way for us to connect to one another better than ever before.

(Continued on Page 5)

From the Private Studio/ASTACAP Chair
Dr. Stephanie Westney



Speaking of online learning, I wanted to share with you some of my favorite teaching tools found at
www.astastrings.org. The website is full of wonderful content and is an important benefit of your
membership. There are four ASTA resources for private teachers in particular that I would like to
encourage you to visit or revisit: the ASTACAP handbook, the ASTA Connect Daily Digest, the Find a
Teacher search engine and the Updated planning guide: Studio Instruction During COVID-19. 

The ASTA Certificate Advancement Program, or ASTACAP, can be found under teaching resources
and is available for violin, viola, cello, double bass and harp. Like my predecessor, I am passionate
about the merits of using the ASTCAP materials in your studio. I encourage you to take a look if you
don’t already utilize this valuable resource. I will go into more detail about the exams in our next
newsletter.

Another wonderful resource, The ASTA CONNECT program, can be found near at the top right of
the website. You can post messages on the discussion board, share resources, search by topic and
find members. You can also search for jobs, post job listings and list your resume for employers to
find you. I encourage you to sign up for the daily digest, so you can glance at the daily topics and jump
in if anything piques your interest. Our ASTA network is a vast and extremely knowledgeable group
of string educators and we can help each other learn and grow through the exchange of ideas in this
forum.

While you are visiting the website, you can also check on your own personal listing under Learn
Strings and then Find a Teacher. If you are not listed and would like to be, or your information is not
up to date, be sure to check your profile settings and select Private Studio as your primary
profession.

The final resource I’d like to tell you about today is the downloadable document titled Updated
planning guide: Studio Instruction During COVID-19. As we all navigate ways to continue teaching
through this global pandemic, this thoroughly researched document may be helpful as you plan your
teaching policies this year. Please reach out to me if you have any questions or if you have ideas
about how TexASTA can be of better service to you and your studio.

Wishing you the best for a safe, healthy and productive Fall, whether in person, virtual or both!

Stephanie Westney
stephanie.westney@utsa.edu

Studio Chair (cont.)

Congratulations to the Young Artists Solo Competition Winners!
Senior Division Winner:
Nicholas Garcia-Hettinger, Violin

Junior Division Winner:
Arman Deendar, Viola

More about these two
incredible young
musicians will be
featured in a future
TexASTA Newsletter!
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Baylor University
Texas State University
Texas Tech University 
University of North Texas
University of Texas – El Paso
University of Texas – San Antonio
University of Texas – Austin

NSPC sites are also embarking in teaching and learning for the 2021-2022 school year! This summer,
the website was completely updated! Additionally, you can now donate to the NSPC through the
website! We would greatly welcome your continued support of the NSPC as it works to provide
hands-on lab experiences for our emerging string teachers and to provide access to string instruction
for youth and adults in so many communities across the country.

Start a NSPC String Project on YOUR campus! 
There are nearly 40 established and emerging NSPC sites located in 22 states across the country.
Currently, Texas houses more NSPC sites than any other state! 

Learn more about how you can join us in providing hands-on teaching experience for your university
string students and provide greater access to string music education for youth and adults in your
community! https://www.stringprojects.org/grant-information/

It was great to meet so many early career string teachers at the 2020 Virtual ASTA National
Convention and at the summer TODA Convention! Be looking for opportunities to engage with
additional events soon!

National String Project Consortium (NSPC) Updates
http://www.stringprojects.org/

Early Career String Teachers Updates

Students are back on their college campuses
and chapters are in full swing for recruitment,
service, and fun this school year! 

This summer, ASTA awarded the annual
Student Chapter Awards
(https://www.astastrings.org/
Web/Chapters/Student_Chapter_Awards.aspx). 

Congrats to Anna Kim, Senior Violin Performance and Music
Education Major at Texas Tech University for earning the
Student Exemplary Service Award and to the Texas Tech
University ASTA Student Chapter for earning the Most
Improved Student Chapter Award!

Nominate YOUR chapter for the 2022 awards!
Applications are DUE January 17, 2022.

College Chapter News
-Dr. Blair Williams
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